Antigen specificity and helper characteristics of antigen-driven helper-cell-independent cytolytic T lymphocytes.
Antigen-driven, helper-cell-independent cytolytic T lymphocytes, which proliferate in response to antigenic stimulation independently of exogenous lymphokines, were characterized with regard to antigen specificity and helper factor production. Mapping data indicate that the determinants recognized by such cells for cytotoxicity and proliferation induction are identical. In addition, the cells were shown to function like helper cells in that they secrete soluble IL-2-like factor upon stimulation with the sensitizing antigens. The potential importance of this cell type in the immune response is discussed.